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54 2 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XI. 

Immanuel Kant, his Life and Doctrine. By Friedrich Paulsen. 

Translated from the Revised German Edition by J. E. Creighton and 

Albert Lefevre. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. — pp. 

xix, 419. 

The original of this treatise (noticed at length by Vaihinger in this Re- 
view, vol. 8, pp. 300-305) forms one of Frommanri s Klassiker der Philoso- 
phic, a series issuing under the general editorship of Professor Falcken- 
berg, of Erlangen, and which corresponds to Blackwood s Philosophical 
Classics in English. Since 1896 twelve volumes of the German series have 
appeared, among them several of much interest : Tonnies's Hobbes ; 
Hoffding's Rousseau; Riehl's Nietzsche; Volkelt's Schopenhauer; Falck- 
enberg's Lotze (Leben u. Schriften, to be followed by a second volume on 
the system). Others of importance are still to be published, as Freudenthal' s 
Spinoza, Siebeck's Goethe, Jodl's Feuerbach, Ziegler's Strauss. 

Among the volumes already published Paulsen's Kant has taken a fore- 
most place. Appearing in 1898, and attracting immediate attention, it 
reached a second and third edition in a little over a year from the date of 
issue ; and, in spite of the various works on Kant already existing, it was 
a happy impulse which moved the translators to give us Paulsen' s monograph 
in an English dress. 

The characteristics which have given the work its deserved success are 
familiar to students of philosophy. Before all things it is a live book. Its 
distinguished author believes at once in the mission of philosophy for the 
guidance of life, and, without sacrificing his own critical independence, in 
the Kantian reflection as still adapted to the needs of the human spirit a 
century after the death of the master. Thus his book becomes much more 
than a compendium. Kant's relation to his predecessors and to his 
time, his personal and intellectual history, the influence of his work on 
contemporary and on later thought, etc. , are all discussed in so pregnant a 
way that the reader also is led to think of the Kantian system as a living 
force in the reflection of his own age. Professor Paulsen's treatment, 
moreover, suggests to students of Kant materials for an independent judg- 
ment. To get the best, the permanent out of Kantianism — as from other 
systems — historical data must be considered not merely in order to under- 
stand and to appreciate but also as a means to the discovery of limitations 
and to transcending them. In particular, scholars who use the English 
tongue have a certain advantage in the endeavor to recognize and ap- 
propriate the elements of permanent worth in Kant' s philosophy freed from 
the special conditions of Continental thinking. For us, e. g. , there has 
long been no governmental orthodoxy, as, on the other hand, our Aufklar- 
ung began before the rationalistic dogmatism of the eighteenth century had 
stiffened in the scholastic mold. So again our free institutions, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, have done away with the occasion for extreme views 
of the nature of the state, and life in a democracy removes the necessity 
for reaction in ethics against the code of aristocratic militarism. 
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The book before us is further distinguished from the ordinary compendium 
by its comprehensiveness. The attempt is made — in the main with re- 
markable success— on the one hand, to utilize the latest investigations into 
the origin and meaning of the Kantian reflection, and, on the other, to dis- 
cuss Kant's system in its entirety, including those constructive phases 
which in the glamor of the critical writings have, as the author contends, 
been much neglected. In pursuance of this aim, the emphasis is laid 
throughout on the positive rather than the negative aspect of Kantianism. 
In particular, it is urged as the principal thesis of the volume that from first 
to last Kant held fast to an idealistic metaphysic, to a metaphysical ideal- 
ism for which the transcendental idealism came to furnish the basis : 
** Kant's view of the nature of what is ' actually real ' remained unaltered 
throughout his life. Reality is in itself a system of existing thought — 
essences brought into a unity by teleological relations that are intuitively 
thought by the Divine intellect, and by this very act of thought posited as 
real. The method of establishing this view changes, but the view itself 
undergoes no alteration ' ' (pp. xiii-xiv). 

Criticism of these conclusions is not here in place, nor is it called for in 
view of the discussion which they have received since Professor Paulsen's 
work first appeared. In fact, the statement of the position involves the 
criticism of it, criticism alike in the favorable and the unfavorable sense. 
In part it is a question of the canons of literary interpretation and their 
application ; in larger measure one's view of Paulsen's thesis will depend 
on one's view of Kantianism and its significance, if we should not rather 
say on one's attitude toward later modern philosophy as a whole. 

The translation is for the most part excellently done. In many places 
great skill is shown in finding equivalents for difficult forms of expression 
characteristic of the German. There are, however, a few roughnesses 
which might advantageously be filed down in later issues, and a few pas- 
sages where slight changes would render the exact sense more evident. 
The retention of the modal form of the verb throughout the whole of the 
main paragraph, p. 223, would more clearly indicate the oratio obliqua of 
exposition. Page 265 line 6, 'pantheism' is a (printer's) slip for pan^«- 
theism. Page 309 bottom and page 310 1. 1, 'conceive' is unfortunate in 
the connection as a rendering of fassen. Page 31 1, 1. 7 from bottom, 1785 
should read 1765. 

To the bibliography the translators have added a selection of English 
titles, and a full list of English translations of the Kantian writings. 

Weslbyan University. A. C. Armstrong. 

Kant' ' s Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics. Edited in English by Paul 
Carxjs, with an Essay on Kant's Philosophy, and other Supplementary 
Material for the Study of Kant. Chicago, The Open Court Publishing 
Company ; London, Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co. — pp. v, 301. 
This is one of the Library of Philosophical Classics which is being issued 

by The Open Court Publishing Company, and for which the thanks of 



